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urgent that he should return, as Suger wrote to inform him.
Dangerous intrigues were going on in France, which Suger
had difficulty in overcoming. Louis' prestige had been
gravely affected by the failure of the crusade, and there was
even the suggestion of deposing him in favour of his brother
Robert. But Louis paid no heed to his kingdom. He was
wholly occupied with personal cares. He lingered on in
Palestine to visit the Holy Places; he was meditating revenge
on the Emperor Manuel; above all, he was worried by the
behaviour of Eleanor, who had gone with him on crusade,
and the practical certainty that she was being unfaithful to
him. He had begun to talk of consanguinity and the annul-
ment of the marriage. When he did decide to return, he
came by way of Italy, and stayed first with Roger II, whose
scheme against Manuel he welcomed with enthusiasm, and
then at Rome with the Pope. Eugenius III did him a great
service by bringing about a reconciliation between him
and Eleanor, and refused to hear the word consanguinity
mentioned. At last in November 1149 he arrived back in
France.
Relieved for the time from his personal worries, Louis
seemed to have recovered his sense of kingship. He suffered
an irreparable loss when Suger fell ill in 1150 and died in
January 1151. Yet for the moment he did better without
Suger to advise him. For he had at last perceived the danger
of Geoffrey's progress in the north, and Suger, consistently
pacific, had tried to deter him from taking steps to check it.
Louis forces After Suger's death he acted with resolution. Geoffrey had
Geoffrey of han(ie(j over ^he duchy of Normandy to his son Henry; Louis
make peace put forward Eustace, the son of king Stephen of England, as
his rival, and so allied himself with the house of Blois once
more. He made a bold and successful attack on Normandy,
and though prevented by illness from pushing it to com-
pletion, he had the satisfaction of seeing his enemies sue for
peace. Geoffrey and Henry came to Paris in August 1151
and signed a treaty, by which they handed over the whole of
the Norman Vexin, including Gisors, to Louis.
Has marriage It is possible that, if Suger had been alive and able to
prevent hostilities, this useful advantage might not have
been gained. On the other hand, it is almost certain that he
would have managed to prevent Louis from the crowning

